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colomal monopoly. It may cause a part of the peasantry, for example, to
pass over from grain cultivation to the production of cotton, sugar, or rub-
ber (Sudan, Cuba, Java, Egypt), but this takes place in such a -way and by
such means that it not only in no way corresponds to the interests of the
independent economic development of the colonial country, but, on the
contrary, still further strengthens the dependence of the latter on the im-
perialist metropolis.

With the object of widening the raw material base for world imperialism,
there are created new agricultural crops in the place of those destroyed by
colonial policy. New systems of irrigation are constructed with the same
object in view in the place of the old ones that have been destroyed, and
become in the hands of the imperialists a weapon for increasing the exploita-
tion of the peasantry. With a view to widening the internal market, attempts
are undertaken to adapt to the capitalist mode of production the agrarian
relationships which are partly created by colonial policy itself. Plantations
of various kinds serve the interests of metropolitan finance capital. The
exploitation of the mineral wealth of the colonies is conducted in accord-
ance with the needs of the metropolitan industry, especially its need to put
an end to dependence on sources of raw materials in other countries to
which the monopoly of this imperialism does not extend.

These are the main spheres of colonial production. Only where manu-
facture constitutes a very simple process (tobacco industry, sugar refineries,
etc. etc.) or where the expense of transporting raw material can be consider-
ably decreased by the first stage of manufacture being performed on the
spot, does the development of production in die colonies attain compara-
tively large dimensions. In any case, the capitalist enterprises created by the
imperialists in the colonies (with the exception of a few enterprises estab-
lished in case of military needs) are predominantly or exclusively of an
agrarian-capitalist character and are distinguished by a low organic com-
position of capital. Real industrialisation of the colonial country, in par-
ticular the building up of a flourishing engineering industry, which might
make possible the independent development of the productive forces of the
country, is not accelerated, but, on the contrary, is hindered by the metrop-
olis. This is the essence of its function of colonial enslavement: the colonial
country is compelled to sacrifice the interests of its independent develop
ment and to play the part of an economic (agrarian-raw material) appendage
to foreign capitalism, which, at the expense of the labouring classes of the
colonial country, strengthens the economic and political power of the im-
perialist bourgeoisie in order to perpetuate the monopoly of the latter in
the colonies and to increase its expansion as compared with the rest of the
world.

Just as the "classical capitalism" of the pre-imperialist epoch most clearly
demonstrated its negative features of destruction of the old without an
equivalent creation of the new precisely in its economy of plunder in the
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